The CFS Fortnight
Welcome back to 2021
Term 1, Week 4

Hello CFS Family
The town is abuzz with talk
about river levels, but here at
school we are fixated with noise levels and reading
levels. We have made major strides forward in
reducing noise in our open plan school, and
improving our reading is a major focus.
The New Year has seen many changes to the school
and most significantly to our school timetable. If
you have a child in years 3, 4, 5 or 6 you would
know that they do PE every morning first thing. The
research clearly shows that being active gets the
endorphins flowing and makes you feel good. The
capacity to learn is greatly enhanced after the
heartrate has been elevated through a fun activity
and we are seeing a dramatic improvement in
behaviour early in the morning as a result. We are
also seeing a lot of happy, smiling faces on the
children and the staff.
The other bonus of morning PE is that the literacy
block which follows is dedicated to literacy every
morning without interruption.
The children in Transition and years 1 and 2 have
their PE in the half hour before recess, meaning
that they have a dedicated two hour literacy block
every single day, and we are already seeing some
fabulous results.
Our preschool continues to go from strength to
strength, and our innovative Long Day Care centre
is proving so popular that we now have a waiting
list.

All staff participated in a three day PD before
school started this year. The PD was entitled “The
road toward a therapeutic school” and it set out a
path forward for the school to allow the recent
breakthroughs in brain research and
understandings to be implemented within our
school.
Our approach is about changing the way we do
things to accommodate the way children’s brains
develop, rather than trying to force children into
certain programs and processes simply because
“that’s the way we’ve always done it.”
Our new approach means we need to examine
everything that we do as a school, and change it if
it is not producing the outcomes we desire. This is
not an easy task and it will take time to get it right,
but it is what we must do.
I look forward to seeing you all at the ‘Meet the
Teacher’ night on Wednesday 3rd March, and at
the School Council AGM.
Please feel free to drop in and discuss matters with
me at any time.
Jeff

Wednesday 3rd March
4.30pm-6.00pm
School Rep Body AGM

PELICAN

0 points

KINGFISHER

0 points

BROLGA

0 points

JABIRU

0 points

Hello! My name is
Ms Krebs. I am a
new year 5/6
teacher at Clyde
Fenton Primary
School.
I grew up near
Bundaberg, QLD
and moved to
Darwin in 2013. I
studied teaching through Charles Darwin
University and graduated in 2017. My last position
was as a year 5/6 teacher at Alawa Primary School.

Hi, I am the new
Business Manager,
Miss Kelly and you
can find me in the
Front Office. I have
worked in various
schools within the
NT and am looking
forward to the
adventure of Clyde
Fenton.

Wednesday 3rd March: Meet the teacher
Wednesday 3rd March: AGM
Friday 5th March: AFL Carnival and Clean
Up Australia Day
Tuesday 16th March: School Photos
Wednesday 17th March: Touch Carnival
Monday March 22th: Hector the cat
Thursday March 25th: Hector the cat
Friday 26th March: League Girls Tackle Day
Friday 2nd April: Good Friday (public holiday)
Monday 5th April: Easter Monday (public
holiday)

Previously, I have taught in other Darwin schools
and in the UK.
My favourite subject to teach is Maths, as I love
discussing both possible solutions and
our reasoning for those solutions. These
discussions help to further build our understanding
of mathematics.
My Favourites:
Drink: Coffee!
Food: Potatoes in all forms (mashed, chips, roast
potatoes, hash browns etc.)
Stores: Kmart & Spotlight
Hobbies: Yoga, sewing, knitting, crocheting, video
gaming, and reading
Hi my name is Ms Gandy
and I am one of the new
5/6 teachers at Clyde
Fenton. I have previously
worked in Darwin and in
New Zealand. I am very
excited to meet the Clyde
Fenton Community and
have felt welcomed by all
the staff and children.

Whole School Average 76 %
Best Term 1

Best Week 3

Attendance

Attendance

1/2 Norris = 89%

1/2 Lees = 89%

School Photos
16th March

EOM foundation GardenThe children have been incredibly
active while enjoying their new
EON Foundation school garden.
Miss Karen is back in town and
she is moving and shaking things
up!

Welcome back Miss Karen!

Years 3/4 Brand.
This week I learnt
how to help Cjay
build a spaghetti
tower. What to do in
a crisis. How to keep
each other safe. Help
other people when they are feeling
unsafe. How to make a Minecraft
merit pouch my pouch was an
Endiman character. What time

Clyde Fenton School Choir has begun
practicing
again
every
Thursday
lunchtime in the 5/6 classroom area.
Make sure you come and join Mr. Ernie
and the other CFS students if you enjoy
singing and playing musical instruments!

recess and lunch is.
Doing sport in the
morning to help our
brains switch on. Most
importantly our class
motto ‘I am safe, we
are safe, we are happy
and kind’. Selena
learnt the importance
of treating people the
way you want to be
treated. Chat and
Silas both enjoyed
turning themselves
into a
Minecraft
character.

What is this I hear you shout?
A therapeutic school well what is that?
It simply is Clyde Fenton recognising and using the most current research and understanding of student’s brains. We know how our students learn and develop best
and we are creating the finest environment for them to do just that.
We are teaching students to understand how their brains and emotions work, while
meeting their needs. We are teaching students how to be safe and keep others safe as the underlying principles of school.
We have developed a whole school language and we are all learning it together.
There will still be consequences at Clyde Fenton School designed to further enhance students understanding of our school
principles, but we are no longer lecturing students for behaviours, emotional responses and language that are not appropriate for school. We are teaching students to understand the difference between home, school and the greater society and
the rules that govern each environment.
So far, we feel as a school that this method has brought us some outstanding results. Our classrooms are quieter this year,
students are feeling happier and safer and we have experienced a sharp
drop in negative behaviours. Teachers are feeling happier and becoming
more confident as we practice our new understandings in the classroom.
We still have a long way to go but Clyde Fenton feels that we are on the
right path for us all as a whole and our shared learning journey.
If you have any questions, concerns or just want to talk, I would be happy to speak to anyone about what is happening at school for your students. Please call the school to make a time.

By Mr B

BTS Vouchers
All children enrolled in Territory Schools are eligible for $150
back to school voucher to be redeemed through your child's
school. If you wish to use a Back to School voucher please
come to the front office before the end of Term 1, 2021. This
voucher can be used to purchase items from uniforms ,

book packs and some events run by the school. All
primary students need to redeem this voucher before the
end of the term. It is not redeemable for cash and can not
be saved for the following year.

