
Clyde Fenton Preschool 

Orientation Handbook 2018 

Address:  

Giles Street, Katherine NT 0850 

Next to Clyde Fenton Primary 

School 

Contact: 

(08) 8973 3855 (Preschool) 

(08) 8973 3844 (Primary School) 

Admin.clydesch@ntschools.net 



On behalf of all our educators, we look forward to building a relationship with your family and getting to know 

your child. Preschool is a unique introduction to education that allows parents and teachers to work together to 

offer children the best start. We encourage parents and families to share their time, culture and experience. 

Fostering relationships, building autonomy and resilience and nurturing a love of learning are the foundations of 

our program.  

Please, join us in what will be a year of adventure, discovery, development and growth. 

Monique Marzocchi  |  Educational Leader and Teacher  |  B Ed (Early Childhood Education) 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Group A 8:00am—

11:00am 

8:00am—

11:00am 

8:00am—

11:00am 

8:00am—

11:00am 

8:00am—

11:00am 

Group B 8:00am— 

4:00pm 

8:00am—

4:00pm 

   

Group B  

pick up and 

drop off 

7:45am 

4:15pm 

7:45am 

4:15pm 

   

Term 1:  

Monday 29th January—Friday 13th April 

30th March—Good Friday             2nd April—Easter Monday 

31st March—Easter Saturday 

Term 1 Break: Monday 16th April—Friday 20th April  

Term 2: Monday 23rd April—Friday 29th June 25th April—ANZAC day              11th June—Queen’s Birthday 

7th May—May Day 

Term 2 Break: Monday 2nd July— Friday 20th July  

Term 3: Tuesday 24th July—Friday 28th September 6th August—Picnic Day 

Term 3 Break: Monday 1st October—Friday 12th October  

Term 4: Monday 15th October—Thursday 13th December  

Term 4 Break: Friday 14th December—TBA 25th December—Xmas Day      1st January—New Year’s Day 

26th December— Boxing Day   25th January—Australia Day 

Children can be dropped of and picked up 15 

minutes before and after session starts. Strictly no 

children to be at Preschool after 4:15pm. 



 At Clyde Fenton Preschool, we believe that every child should have access to high quality education. We 

 endeavour to achieve this by; 

Being responsive to all children’s needs 

Nurturing children’s interests, needs and individuality forms the foundation of our program. Each child’s 

individual interests and needs are considered when educators plan, teach, assess and critically reflect. We 

believe that equity – rather than equality needs to be embedded at the core of our practice. As educators, we are 

flexible in our routine to allow a responsive approach to the way we offer intentional experiences to children. 

Fostering a play based approach based on sound pedagogy 

Play is the work of young children. We adopt this belief through the Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) 

and the Walker Learning Approach (WLA). Play is not simply toys scattered around the room, rather a series of 

intentioned learning environments, fostering curiosity, inquiry and developmental growth. The learning 

environments created are responsive to children’s interests and needs, which makes for engaged and successful 

learners. 

Employing high quality educators 

All educators at Clyde Fenton Preschool share the belief that children are capable and confident learners. We 

strive to use our professional and pedagogical knowledge of learning and development to deliver a program 

that reflects this. We endeavour to nurture resilience, autonomy and cooperation to shape the next generation 

of community participants. Educators aim to scaffold positive learning and social interactions, documenting the 

process to share with all stakeholders. 

Respecting the diverse needs of all families  

No two children are the same. At Clyde Fenton Preschool, we acknowledge this to be true of family structures as 

well. We embrace cultural and linguistic backgrounds and welcome all levels of family involvement. We aim to 

take into account the needs of each individual family on a case-by-case basis, allowing the Preschool to truly 

reflect and suit the families that attend. 

Promoting community inclusion 

Many hands make light work. A strong relationship is shared between Clyde Fenton Preschool and Clyde Fenton 

Primary School. We also collaborate and build partnerships with local emergency services, other preschools and 

families to give our children the best start. 

A strong reflective culture 

Educators are continuously reflecting on the program, policy, interactions and needs of Clyde Fenton Preschool. 

Using an emergent curriculum and encouraging parent contribution aides in creating a culture of reflective 

practitioners. 

Raising contributing members of society 

Equipping young children with the social, physical and cognitive needs through modelling, facilitating and 

intentionally teaching is so important. We also encourage a strong environmental responsibility by recycling, 

composting, gardening and participating in water wise practices. 



Walker learning involves educators intentionally creating learning environments that cater for 
the interests, needs and development of children. Children are given time to immerse in investiga-
tion and come together to reflect on the learning. Focus children are rostered daily to give every 
child a chance to form a relationship with the educators. Reporters and photographers explicitly 
work on literacy, numeracy and social capabilities.  
 
Walker Learning is a pedagogy NOT a program NOR a tool 
In the early childhood and primary years (of education) Walker Learning is designed to provide a  
balance of explicit teaching of literacy and numeracy (and other curriculum areas) with time also for 
children to actively investigate a range of skills and experiences for life either through planned play or 
projects depending upon their age and stage of maturity. 
 
Walker Learning places an emphasis upon relationships between teacher and child and family. It 
views the child holistically and values emotional and social life as important as the academic.   
We believe that successful education includes two major foci: skills in curriculum and skills for life. 
Skills for Life: developing children who can think for themselves and others, who can create and 
imagine, who are strong in their literacy and numeracy, and who can navigate the challenges of the 
world with intrinsic motivation and a strength of character derived from a strong sense of self and  
resilience; to be emotionally intelligent, self-initiators, reflective of themselves and others, strong and 
articulate communicators with a realistic sense of themselves and others. 
Skills for Curriculum: skills for life work alongside skills of literacy, numeracy, the arts, science and 
other curriculum areas and are placed within the individual interests, collective culture and  
communities of the children and their families.  Walker Learning uses evidence from how children  
develop neurologically, developmentally and through the influences of culture and family, to set up the 
learning environment to reflect indoor and outdoor learning and places and spaces that reflect calm but 
stimulating range of investigations and places to explore, experiment and learn. 
 



If your child is unwell, we ask that you please keep them home until they are well.  This 

will give your child time to rest  and also prevent the spread of illness. 
 

If your child is absent from school, please let the Preschool or school know. An email or 

phone call is appropriate. It is important to remember to phone or email, so we can 

correctly mark the attendance roll. 
 

In the event that your child becomes unwell at school, parents and guardians will be 

contacted as soon as practical. Emergency contacts may be used if parents and guardians 

cannot be reached. 

Group A Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8:00am Play with parents, 

settle in 

Play with parents, 

settle in 

Play with parents, 

settle in 

Play with parents, 

settle in 

Play with par-

ents, settle in 

8:20am Good morning Good morning Good morning Good morning Good morning 

8:30am Investigations 

(rolling snack) 

Investigations 

(rolling snack) 

Investigations 

(rolling snack) 

Investigations 

(rolling snack) 

Investigations 

(rolling snack) 

9:35am Reflection Reflection Reflection Reflection Reflection 

9:45am Reset areas Reset areas Reset areas Reset areas Reset areas 

10:00am Group game  Group game Group game  Group game  Group game  

10:20am Cooking PMP or Yoga Music Library Buddies 

10:50am Puzzles and 

books 

Puzzles and 

books 

Puzzles and 

books 

Puzzles and 

books 

Puzzles and 

books 

11:00am Pick up Pick up Pick up Pick up from 

Clyde Fenton Li-

brary 

Pick up 

      

Group B 

11:00am 

Making lunch, 

setting table, eat-

ing and washing 

up. 

Making lunch, 

setting table, eat-

ing and washing 

up. 

1:40pm Investigations, 

play and craft 

Investigations, 

play and craft 

12:00pm Rest time Rest time 2:50pm Reflection  Reflection 

12:30pm  Quiet activities Quiet activities 3:00pm Reset areas Reset areas 

1:00pm Literacy Numeracy  3:10pm Afternoon snack Afternoon snack 

1:20pm Mat session Mat session 3:40pm Story, song, puzzle Story, song, puzzle 

   4:00pm Pick up Pick up 



All children must be dropped off and picked up by an authorized person over 18 years old. The 

authorized people to pick your child up will be listed on the “Authority to Collect” form as per the 

enrolment package. This form can be adjusted at any time. Should an emergency arise and someone else 

needs to collect your child, please phone the Preschool on (08) 8973 3855.  

A sign in sheet is located in the front foyer. Please sign your child in and out every day. This form is 

especially important as it notifies us of who will be collecting your child and acts as a roll in an 

emergency or evacuation. 

Children who are collected after the group finish time will need to be collected from the front office. 

This is to ensure we keep our child to educator ratio. 

 A good sized backpack 

 A water bottle 

 A broad brimmed hat (available to purchase at Primary School) 

 A library bag (available to purchase from Preschool) 

 Spare clothes (underwear, socks, shorts and t-shirt) 

 A piece of fruit to share 

 A packed snack/lunch (examples over the page) 

 Closed in shoes with socks (no sandals, crocs  or thongs) 

 School uniform (available to purchase from Primary School) 

 Group B children to bring a pillow or cushion 

 

Children must be toilet trained (no pull-ups) to enter the Preschool program. 

A snack and lunch can be provided for families receiving a Centrepay benefit. 

Please label all clothing and items belonging to your child. 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi00cCW6ojWAhUEGJQKHTjyBgAQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.istockphoto.com%2Fphotos%2Fworn-childs-sneakers&psig=AFQjCNF_hCmDJNxBWxtVcJ5KUllAOGwCBQ&ust=1504521674040
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiIgO3h6ojWAhVCUZQKHUjTA0oQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.biome.com.au%2Fplastic-water-bottles-bpa-free%2F10574-camelbak-400ml-kids-bottle-eddy-sea-886798535234.ht


The Preschool follows the Department of Education policies and procedures regarding nutrition and 

food. This means that we encourage all families to provide their children with a healthy, balanced snack. 

Children in Group C will be provided with lunch, which will include bread and sandwich fillings. Allergy 

and dietary requirements will be catered for. 

It is the parent/guardian responsibility to provide a snack for their child. This would be one snack for 

Group A and Group B and two snacks for Group C children. One piece of fruit per day should also be 

contributed towards shared fruit. 

An appropriate snack for Preschool (combined with shared fruit) could include two of the following; 

 Rice crackers and cheese 

 Cruskits with vegemite or jam 

 Yoghurt  

 Berries 

 Rice wheels 

 Unsalted popcorn 

 Boiled egg 

 Roasted chick peas 

 Zucchini slice 

 Savoury muffins 

 Small portion of pasta 

 Sandwich with spread 

We ask that each family contribute to the running  costs of Preschool, just as 

you would do in Primary School. $1.20 per day, or $60.00 a term is what we ask 

as contribution. We use a lot of resources  and this contribution is so valuable.  

The Government issues parents with a Back to School Voucher that can be 

used for uniforms, music lessons and arts and crafts. 

Parents who  pay their contribution by week 4 of every term go in the 

draw to win a food hamper. The raffle is drawn on Friday of week 4 each 

term. 



Rich literacy and numeracy learning occurs during cooking. Parents are invited to join in cooking each week. 

Children are split into small groups, following a simple, nutritious recipe with an educator or parent. Cooking also 

fosters  autonomy, experimenting, predicting, sharing, turn taking, listening and  sharing ideas. Please come in 

and help us! 

During terms 1 and  4 while it is too hot to be outside, Kate Ganley  will run a twenty minute yoga session. Yoga is 

a great way for children to develop resilience, regulation and body awareness. You are welcome to join us in these 

sessions. In terms 2 and 3, educators will run the Perceptual Motor Program, which develops and assesses the 

basic gross motor skills children need. These include activities and games around running, jumping, hopping, 

catching, throwing and crossing the midline. 

Kathy’s Keyboard Classes, run by Miss Kathy are weekly. Learning to appreciate and understand music is a won-

derful opportunity. It is widely researched that musical training enhances children’s cognitive function. Children 

experience instruments as well as singing, clapping, games , scales, musical notes and terminology. Back to School 

Vouchers can be used for these lessons. 

During terms 1 and 4, educators will run an introductory swimming session, focusing on basic water safety. Safe 

entry, blowing bubbles, floating on our backs and using water safely will practiced using our pool. To be able to 

run swimming, we need parent helpers. Please let educators know if you are able to volunteer your time to help 

during swimming times. Children will be required to wear a rash vest, bathers and bring a towel on swimming 

Providing a library bag means that your child can borrow library books from Clyde Fenton Primary School. We 

visit the library weekly to have access to a wide range of reading and time to use computers. Literacy and 

numeracy games are accessible on the computers. Children can be picked up from the Clyde Fenton Primary 

School Library on Thursdays, giving the children longer to read and enjoy books. 

On Friday’s, students from Clyde Fenton Primary school and their classroom teacher will visit the Preschool. The 

children will be assigned a “buddy” for the year to help build connections in the bigger school. Buddies and 

children  can choose to play board games, use construction and toys, paint, draw, read and tell stories.  



Enrolment forms are based at the primary school office and at the preschool. Enrolment is a strictly first come, 

first serve arrangement, meaning some groups may fill up faster than others. Please indicate the order of pref-

erence (Group A, B or C) when enrolling. 

Children who turn four before the 30th June are eligible to begin Preschool at  the start of the school year. Chil-

dren entering preschool must be toilet trained and able to manage themselves independently in the toilet. 

Proof of date of birth, immunisation history and residential address are required on enrolment. Please make 

sure the Preschool has your current address and phone number and email address. 

Each family and child will need to attend an orientation day before starting in the New Year. Families starting 

during the year will be given an orientation interview by appointment with the Teacher in charge, to become 

familiar with the Preschool routine. 

We may have children who present with allergies, intolerances or anaphylaxis. In this instance, we ask 

that you please respect any nutritional restrictions educators may impose (nuts is a common allergy 

and we ask that where possible, you avoid sending your child to school with nut products). 

If your child has asthma or anaphylaxis, we ask that you provide an asthma or anaphylaxis management 

plan, written by your GP. Please also provide in date medication and any other information relevant. 

If your child has an allergy or intolerance, please make educators aware of this before enrolment. Edu-

cators can then assess the environment for any potential risk and remove this prior to commencement. 

We  always want to hear from you! 

Clyde Fenton Preschool has an “Open Door” policy, meaning that you can come in at any time and freely 

discuss any number of matters with educators. We encourage you to comment on the program, policies 

and procedures, learning stories, events and future plans. 

Preschool Council meeting will be held at the Preschool from 5:30pm—6:30pm weeks 2 and 8 of every 

term. All are welcome to attend this meeting. 

Educators will upload photos, learning stories and information using StoryPark. The app is free to use 

for parents and anyone else you choose to send the link to. We choose to use this instead of a portfolio, 

as most of our learning is hands on and “in the moment” as opposed to more traditional work samples. 



 Read a story 

 Put a puzzle together 

 Walk around the room and let your child choose an activity 

 Dig in the sandpit 

 Water the garden 

 Paint a painting 

 Make a box creation 

 Play with playdough 

 Build a Lego construction 

 Draw shapes and letters 

 Teach us your language and show us your culture 

 Bring in your pet, animal or anything to look at and touch 

 Cut up fruit 

 Make playdough 

 Wipe down inside cupboards and shelves 

 Put things in the resource room away 

 Clean items on the craft sink 

 Stay to help with cooking 

 Stay to help with swimming 

 Raking leaves and pruning plants 






