
 

  

Week 1 Term 4 

PRINCIPALS MESSAGE 
Jeff Parker 
Welcome back to Term 4 2021! 

This semester we have been trailing a whole school approach to the teaching of language and literacy. The 
framework is called Walking Talking Texts (WTT) and it has been developed in the Northern Territory. The 
framework is fully endorsed by the Department of Education, and has been implemented extensively throughout 
the NT, WA and QLD. 

The framework teaches language and literacy at an age/grade appropriate level and delivers age/grade 
appropriate outcomes. The framework teaches reading, writing, listening and speaking holistically and 
contextually. There is no “one size fits all” approach to teaching, but in WTT we believe we have found the “best 
fit” for the unique cohort within our school. 

Walking Talking Texts best suits Clyde Fenton School’s diverse range of learners as it is designed to be targeted 
at the learning ability of the highest child in the class and scaffolded to target each child’s individual “Zone of 
proximal development” (Vygotsky). The framework has proven particularly successful in engaging EAL/D 
students, of which our school has a high percentage. Good teachers know how to tailor learning to suit each 
child’s abilities and backgrounds. Our new WTT framework will continue to meet the needs of ALL children, only it 
will do so more rigorously and consistently across the whole school.  

A child who comes to school with English as a first language can access the curriculum through WTT at their 
level, and, since we will have a whole school approach, we can offer vertical timetabling. This simply means that 
a Year 3 child who was excelling in English, could for example, study English in a Year 5 class, if their skills were 
advanced enough. We already use vertical timetabling in Maths and RWI, with great success. 

A child may come to school with no English, yet may speak one or two languages or dialects that they have 
acquired at home. The framework accesses the language skills the child already has in their own languages and 
uses this knowledge to help them learn the new skills required for the acquisition of Standard English (or school 
English) language. The acquisition of the new language is done in context for learning curriculum knowledge and 
skills so that it is meaningful and useful to the learner. 

The framework is research based and significant evidence has been collected since it was first implemented in 
the 1980’s to demonstrate that it is highly effective, when delivered properly. This is why school has been trialling 
the framework and undergoing regular training of the staff this semester. 

We plan to fully implement the framework in 2022, when we will have for the first time, a research based, school 
wide approach to the teaching of language and literacy; something we all value highly and are committed to. 

If you would like to know more, please phone 89733844 or email me jeff.parker@education.nt.edu.au. 

 

 

IMPORTANT 
DATES 2021 

 

 

Phone: (08) 8973 3844 

Email: admin.clydesch@education.nt.gov.au 

Principal: jeff.parker@education.nt.gov.au  

 

12th October                        
Students Resume School  

Tuesday 19th October           
KHS Orientation Day 1   

Thursday 21st October                
SJCC Orientation Day 3 

Friday 12th October                
KHS Transition Day 2 

Monday 15 – 19th November       
Book Week 

Tuesday 23rd November              
KHS Orientation Day 2 

Wednesday 15th December         
Christmas Concert 

Thursday 16th December             
Yr 6 Graduation 

Clyde Fenton News 
Newsletter and Notices 
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ATTENDANCE  

       Best Term 3 Attendance     1/2 Lees & 5/6 Aitken = 88%                 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   

HOUSE POINTS 

Jabiru      1033                       Pelican  856                         
Brolga       829                  Kingfisher   530 

Best Term 1 Attendance 

5/6 Aitken = 88%     

Best Term 2 Attendance 

½ Lees = 95%     



 

                  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Changes in Term 4 
 

 

Hi, 

My name is Rhean Bates but everyone calls me Mr B. 

I have been working at Clyde Fenton School for the 

past 18 months as a play-based therapist and school 

leader in the uptake of our therapeutic model and 

whole school language.  

I have joined my teaching peers for the last term of 

2021 as Mr Norris and Miss Lees have decided to take 

on other challenges in their teaching careers. 

I have also worked in Mulga Bore, Elliott, Pine creek 

and other Communities within the NT and NSW. 

I began my teaching career in 2004 at Nightcliff 

Primary School in Darwin. I believe teaching our 

children is one of the most profound experiences that 

one can have and look forward to spending time 

teaching and learning with all the children and their 

curious minds.  

I hope to meet you all as the term progresses. I have 

spent my holidays getting the classroom ready and 

looking forward to seeing all the kids’ faces as they 

come into our new classroom for the first time.  

 

Hi, 

My name is Tatiana Rhodes or Miss Rhodes. 

I have been working at Clyde Fenton School for the 

past 12 months as a classroom teacher and EAL/D 

Coach. 

I have joined my teaching peers for the last term of 

2021 as Miss Martin has needed to return home earlier 

than expected. 

I have worked in the Territory for the last 10 years at 

various remote towns and locations in remote S.A.  

I began my teaching career in 2006. I believe teaching 

children is one of the most rewarding experiences.  

I look forward to meet you all in term 4.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Lego League 
Last term, Clyde Fenton took part in the Lego Festival at Casuarina Street Primary School. They made a 
short video to address the questions of the theme, ‘Sustainable Communities’. All the students that took part 
were very proactive with their work. They got a little help from Miss Val in the library and Miss Brand to 
polish their video up. And as a result they took out the best Narrative video.  

Below is a clip from DoE eNews. 

Book Fair will 

take place in Week 6! 

15th to 19th 

September 

Class times will be 

advised closer to  the 

date. 

 


